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1800s -  Drainage of Lands for 
agricultural and urban development



1800s ς Construction of Dams on the 
St. Joseph River

South Bend, 1866



Late 1800s to Early 1900s ς Industrial Age



1931 

Dissolved Oxygen  
- 3 ppm

3 Species of Fish

E. coli ς 20 million 
CFU/100ml



The River since we came around

Å1930s References ς 3 species of fish 
ïSpecies Decline

ïDissolved Oxygen 3 parts per million

Å1950s South Bend, Elkhart, Mishawaka ς 
Wastewater treatment plants

Å1970s Clean Water Act 
ïIndustrial discharges regulated

Å1980s IDEM created
ïIndustrial and Municipal Wastewater cleaned up










