
Attracting 
Pollinators 





pol·li·na·tion
/ˌpäləˈnāSH(ə)n/

the transfer of pollen to a stigma, ovule, flower, or 
plant to allow fertilization: the flowers depend on 
bees for pollination  source Oxford Dictionary







Pollinators



Why we love the Honeybee



Most people don't 
realize that there were 
no honeybees in 
America until the 
white settlers brought 
hives from Europe 



Honey Bees home as we know it.



Types of hives 

Skep

Top Bar 

 langstroth
hive



Honey Bees Overwinter in the hive



Honey 
Bees 

in nature



The family unit 
makes the Honey 

Bee unique



In the hive



Swarming 
Honey Bees 



To Bee or 
not to Bee



Bumble Bees 
Bumble bees are 

the only bees 
native to the US 
that are truly social. 

They live in 
colonies, share the 
work, and have 
multiple, 
overlapping 
generations. 



Unlike the non-native, 
European honey bees, the 
bumble bee colony is 
seasonal. At the end of the 
summer only the fertilized 
queens survive to 
hibernate through the 
winter. 

In the spring, she will find a 
new nest that eventually 
may grow to include 
dozens of individuals 
(occasionally a couple of 
hundred).



Mason or Leaf Cutter Bees 
Are far more efficient as pollinators than honeybees. This is 

partially because honeybees favor nectar gathering over 
pollen-gathering but mason bees favor gathering pollen. 

Are solitary. Each bee feeds itself and creates its own nest. 
With mason bees there is no minimum population needed for 
bees to be healthy. 

In North America, there are about 140 different mason bee 
species



Life of a 
Mason Bee



Leafcutter Bees







Butterflies
Butterflies visit a 

variety of 
wildflowers. 

Butterflies are less 
efficient than bees 
at moving pollen 

 Highly perched on 
their long thin legs, 
they do not pick up 
much pollen on their 
bodies





Other Benneficials



Attracting 
Beneficials



Providing Mud 
 It is believed that butterflies congregate on 

mud and other such substances primarily for 
salts. The salts and amino acids absorbed 
during mud-puddling play various roles in 
butterfly ecology. 

Males seem to benefit more from the sodium 
uptake as it aids in reproductive success, 
with the precious nutrients often transferred 
to the female during mating. 

 Female mason bees need mud for their 
eggs, it’s important to have open ground 
(without grass or bark covering) nearby. 
Families can also make a “mud pie,” with 
the soil moist, but not soupy. 



Keep a 
birdbath 
winter and 
summer 
Keep water 
fresh 



Blooms for 
every season

Color 
Size 
Season 
Use Natives
Diversity is key 



Milkweed for 
the Monachs 
and more



Herbs 
Let herbs go to flower



Don’t forget the trees



Create a safe 
environment 
Reduce or 

eliminate 
pesticides, and 
herbicides

 Leave some 
natural areas with 
leaves, twigs etc. 

Resist having the 
perfect yard. 









Hummingbirds
 Hummingbirds are the tiniest birds in the 

world.
 Hummingbirds are very smart and they 

can remember every flower they have 
been to, and how long it will take a flower 
to refill.

 A hummingbird will use its tongue to lap 
up nectar from flowers and feeders.

Male hummingbirds are very aggressive 
and will chase another male 
hummingbird out of its territory.



Indiana Hummingbirds

The Ruby-throated Hummingbird is by far the 
most common species that breeds in the 
eastern half of North America

Rufous described as "feisty," It may have the 
ideal size-to-weight ratio among North 
American hummingbirds. Rufous outflies all 
other species, and gets its way at feeders at 
the expense of slower, less-maneuverable 
hummers. It has the longest migration route of 
all US hummingbirds.



Indiana Hummingbirds
Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilochus alexandri)

The Calliope prefers high mountains, and has been seen 
as high as 11,000 feet. It builds its nests over creeks or 
over roads next to streams or lakes, usually repairing the 
previous year's nest or constructing a new one atop the 
old. This bird usually forages within five feet of the 
ground.

A small green-backed hummingbird of the West, with 
no brilliant colors on its throat except a thin strip of 
iridescent purple bordering the black chin, only 
visible when light hits it just right. Black-chinned 
Hummingbirds are exceptionally widespread, found 
from deserts to mountain forests.



Track Hummingbird Migration
 https://www.hummingbird-guide.com/hummingbird-migration-spring-2019.html



Attracting 
Hummingbirds

 Track hummingbirds and 
put feeder out before they 
arrive

 Put feeders out of site of 
other feeders. 
Hummingbirds are 
protective of their space. 

Give them a place to 
perch



Add flowers & A Birdbath 



Create a 
diverse 
habitat 



Thank You
Questions? 
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