
 

Timely Tasks for Spring Orchard Care 

14 Tips for Your Orchard 

1. Remove rootstock suckers 
a. Prune them off or break them off, close to trunk. 

2. Remove all fruits on trees younger than 3 years. 
a. Be careful of where you pinch, leave the leaves!  
b. It’s a tough task, but calories should be spent establishing a strong branch structure and not growing 

fruit that can weigh down and damage the young tree.  
3. Thin Fruit on older trees (year 3 and onward)  

a. Leave one fruit per cluster, space about 4” apart. Focus on removing the smallest fruits and fruits with 
visible damage. 

b. This is a great group volunteer task. The larger the tree the longer the job. 
4. Use limb spreaders to promote outward growing branches. 

a. Important for crea�ng good branch angles. 
b. Leave in for a full growing season. 
c. We recommend Twigeeze, but there are some crea�ve ways you can make your own – search and 

discover! 
5. Know when to water: if less than 1” of rain in a week you need to water 

a. Young trees require water each week, water evenly dispersed over mulched area.  
b. Video: Does Your Fruit Tree Need Water? htps://youtu.be/3PgoWcmuHDk?si=YB1Z9yEbknlnFUkh 
c. Video: How Do You Know How Long to Water Your Fruit Trees? 

htps://youtu.be/aw6WSyckWdg?si=jnhcoB0GqdmrcOKn  
6. Remove weeds in mulched ring 

a. Weeds compete for your trees resources – make it a regular prac�ce to keep them out of the mulch ring. 
7. Make sure mulch is not mounded too high on trunk and re-mulch as needed. 

a. Mulch rings are good for the tree, the soil, and as a barrier to prevent mowers ge�ng too close to the 
tree.  

b. Mulch can form a thick crust a�er si�ng for a while – break it up!  
c. Chip Drop is a free resource for mulch, read more about it here: htps://getchipdrop.com/  

8. Remove tree wraps in spring, replace in fall. 
a. Video: Tree Wraps and fall tasks: htps://youtu.be/MBf91NkBTcc?si=Qt693ZmVOXIXFHGJ 
b. Tree wraps are important in the winter, but keeping them on over the summer can cause pest problems, 

moisture collec�on and rot, and girdling (choking out growth). 
9. Scout for and remove fire-blight 

a. Fire blight is a bacteria that affects Pome fruits: apples, pears, Asian pears, medlars, serviceberry, 
Mayhaws.. etc.  

b. Prune out immediately, below the infec�on – sterilize your pruners between cuts with an isopropyl 
alcohol or hydrogen peroxide spray.  

c. Preven�on: Copper should be applied in early spring (February/March) when buds start to show green 
�ssue.  

d. Fire Blight Info: htps://www.givinggrove.org/fire-blight  
10. Scout for other insect pests and disease: 

a. Aphids: htps://www.givinggrove.org/aphids  
b. Wolly Apple Aphids: htps://www.givinggrove.org/wooly-apple-aphid  
c. Peach Leaf Curl: htps://www.givinggrove.org/peach-leaf-curl 
d. Oriental Fruit Moth: htps://www.givinggrove.org/oriental-fruit-moth  
e. Peach Tree Borer: htps://www.givinggrove.org/peach-tree-borer  
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f. Japanese Beetles: htps://www.givinggrove.org/japanese-beetle  
g. Hail Damage: htps://www.givinggrove.org/hail-damage  
h. Spoted Lanternfly: htps://www.accdpa.org/resources/spoted-lanternfly-management-

recommenda�ons-messaging  
i. Other pests: Looper Caterpillar, Spider Mite and Bagworms.  
j. Periodic Cicadas, specifically brood 19 and 13: Some areas will have more issues than others, you may 

see damage on young trees, but in most urban areas popula�on will be lower and these won’t be a 
problem. Annual cicadas are not a worry. 

Beneficials May be present too! 

k. Zebra Swallowtail  
l. Easter Tiger Swallowtail  
m. Green Lacewing  
n. Lady bugs 

 
11. Summer Pruning: Prune Out and Manage Water Sprouts 

a. Water sprouts are new vigorous growth poin�ng straight up. Prune them out when you see them as they 
will shade out sunlight, affect beneficial airflow, and rub on other branches. 

12. Suppor�ng Your Trees 
a. If your tree is leaning you may need t-posts with wire and hose (to protect the tree from the wire against 

the trunk) or just bamboo and �e tape. 
b. Is your tree rooted in and s�ll have a wire constric�ng it? Remove the wire. 

13. Spraying your Trees 
a. Fungicides should be applied prior to rains/high humidity events. 

i. Copper, Sulfur, Neem, Bacillus based biofungicides  
b. Insec�cides and barriers sprays can be applied throughout the growing season. 

i. Bt, Spinosad, Neem, Insec�cidal Soap, Kaolin Clay 
c. Organic and biological sprays are great, but some can be non-selec�ve – which means they can be 

harmful to our beneficial pests. 
d. Look for OMRI cer�fica�on. 

14. Rou�ne Maintenance  
a. Watering 
b. Weeding 
c. Pest and disease scou�ng 
d. Mulching  

 

Visit: The Giving Grove at www.givinggrove.org  
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